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During my bachelor’s study, I mainly focused on creating aesthetically pleasing design concepts 

based on autonomous driving vehicles. However, none of us had actually considered the social 

meaning of vehicle autonomy; the concepts were isolated from the society and add little value to 

current human life. Therefore, I became interested in fitting the imaginations into contemporary 

technology-based circumstances. During this course, I have found the basis of my belief – the 

Showroom approach.  

 

Since the dramatic development and implementation of technology in society caused discussion 

and reflection on the new way of human life, as designers, we are required to look beyond usability 

and functionality. Through the Showroom approach, the potential value of design practice can be 

added, which is not only about a specific design itself, but also attaching importance to wider 

frames, such as user experience, societal issues and cultural acceptance. Thus, I believe that the 

problem I had in my bachelor is both technological and philosophical, and I may be able to find the 

pivot through the Showroom approach. Showroom equipped me with the skill of critical design 

and the attitude towards speculation, which I believe will make me more creative and sensitive in 

research projects.  

 

This course impacted my world with the multilayered foundations of constructive design research 

(CDR) combined with engineering, science and art. I have learnt three distinct methods – 

Showroom, Lab and Field, to communicate with users and interact with their reactions, which 

improved my expertise in User and Society. Based on the coming era of interaction design, 

integrating different type of knowledges and methodology is essential to designers and researchers 

since it leads to comprehensive research outcomes from different perspectives. While Showroom 

can be subjective and self-directed, Field is more objective and observation-based. Nevertheless, 

employing provocative archetypes in a real context set up the connection between Showroom and 

Field approach. Comparing to the ambiguity of Showroom, Lab is systematically applied with a 

focus on one cause-effect relationship. Eliminating the unrelated factors, it gives accurate 

measurements. 

 

In the coming design research project, I will be able to apply the cultural probe methods and 

interpret the data afterward. Moreover, I can effectively communicate with the target group 

based on my experience during this course. Looking retrospectively at my experience as a 

designer, I would probably focus on the autonomous vehicle design in my further study and I 

think that CDR methodologies will assist me to dig deeper into the technological implication in 

the vehicle industry.  


